The negligible decline in value of cargo moving through Florida seaports, shown in Exhibit 22, was
offset by strong tonnage growth, at 4.3 percent. This represents a global shift to handling lower value
commodities in general.
Florida’s exports have traditionally been more valuable per ton than its imports. As the U.S. dollar
increases in value and the ratio of imports to exports increases, the loss in value is to be expected.
In 2015, there was growth in liquid bulk and dry bulk cargoes, as well as containerized cargoes,
although break-bulk (including vehicles, palletized freight, neo-bulk, and other non-containerized
general cargo) saw a small correction after a large increase in the prior year. There was also a solid 6.2
percent increase in TEUs, accompanied by a 0.6 percent increase in container tonnage, representing
a noticeable shift toward lighter containerized products and/or more empties. This is also reflective
of the rise in imports.
In the cruise industry, there was also a minor correction, with the passenger count falling by 2 percent
to 15.2 million passengers, on the heels of a record-setting count of 15.6 million passengers in FY
2013/2014 – a figure that was up 10.5 percent from FY 2012/2013.

DOLLAR VALUE OF WATERBORNE CARGO
In 2015, Florida seaports moved $86.2 billion worth of goods to and from countries the world over.
That figure is roughly the same as the dollar value of goods moved in the prior year. At $86.8 billion,
waterborne cargo showed a decrease of 0.7 percent in 2015 over 2014.
Exhibit 23 shows that containerized cargo at Florida seaports, which represented 57.8 percent of the
total value of waterborne cargo, increased by 0.6 percent in 2015 over 2014.
Exhibit 23: Three-Year Comparison of Florida
Containerized and Non-Containerized Cargo (by Value) 2013 to 2015
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