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Exhibit 15 illustrates how Florida’s trade with each of  its top ten trading partners has evolved during 
the decade. Cargo values overall are strengthening. This exhibit confirms Brazil’s domination of  
the top spot, and illustrates the recent reversal of  the fast uphill tracks for Colombia, Costa Rica 
and Chile. Venezuela is notable by its absence.

Florida’s top trading partners remain quite consistent, even in the face of  global turbulence, but 
their growth rates and relative rankings shift from year to year. In addition to this consistency, 
however, the diversity of  Florida’s trading partners is an important asset in the state’s competitive 
initiative to retain and expand market share. For example, 35 countries, including the ten shown 
below, were each responsible in 2015 for more than $1 billion of  Florida’s international trade.

Exhibit 16 ranks the top ten countries whose waterborne commerce contributed to the state’s 
$86.2 billion in waterborne trade in 2015. It compares the value of  the state’s 2015 commerce with 
these top partners for the previous two years, showing the percentage changes between 2014 and 
2015. Eight of  the countries on the list of  the state’s top ten waterborne trading partners are from 
South and Central America and the Caribbean.

Exhibit 16: Florida Top Ten Trading Partners for Waterborne Cargo  
(by Value) 2013 to 2015

Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau
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Country

Value of Trade Rank Value of Trade Rank Value of Trade Rank
Percent 

Change 2015 
over 2014

Total All Countries $85,895,563,775 $86,800,474,305 $86,219,605,560 -0.7%

China $6,216,824,552 1 $6,570,579,602 1 $6,717,827,654 1 2.2%

Japan $6,057,292,984 2 $5,916,172,747 2 $6,392,213,542 2 8.0%

Dominican Republic $4,606,953,418 4 $4,785,828,140 4 $5,056,882,604 3 5.7%

Brazil $5,847,384,959 3 $5,711,540,645 3 $4,482,649,988 4 -21.5%

Honduras $4,170,080,605 7 $4,225,504,041 5 $4,470,319,269 5 5.8%

Chile $4,272,881,161 6 $3,642,811,313 7 $3,510,392,942 6 -3.6%

Venezuela $4,359,591,241 5 $3,967,266,385 6 $2,715,735,169 7 -31.5%

Colombia $2,722,824,528 9 $2,833,457,415 8 $2,715,164,823 8 -4.2%

Costa Rica $2,383,737,973 10 $2,582,619,368 10 $2,619,557,890 9 1.4%

Mexico $1,937,353,171 13 $2,660,484,377 9 $2,309,693,373 10 -13.2%

Top Ten Total $40,990,437,254

Top 10 (2015) Share of Total $86.2 Billion: 47.5%

Trade from China and Japan continues to favor waterborne routings, due to commodity ranges 
and distance to market. 

By comparison, the top two partners for trade by all modes are geographically closer – Brazil and, 
until this year when China moved up a notch, Colombia. Proximity of  market and commodity type 
affect the decision to move by air or water. 

In a year of  low oil prices and deteriorated trade relations, Venezuela’s trade values fell 31.5 percent, 
following a 9.0 percent decline in value the previous year. Venezuela has been a major supplier of  
oil bound for U.S. consumption; but that import trade has been falling off  since 2011.


