CHAPTER 4

CARGO AND CRUISE OPERATIONS
AT FLORIDA SEAPORTS
The activities of Florida seaports can be measured in several ways.
These measures include the dollar value of their cargo, the tonnage crossing their docks, the
number of containers moved (as counted in 20-foot equivalent container units or TEUs), and the
number of cruise passengers embarked and disembarked.
Ten of Florida’s 15 established and emerging seaports handled cargo last year, and eight handled
passenger movements by cruise ship, ferry and/or day-cruise vessel.
In 2015, the dollar value of international cargo moving through Florida airports and seaports, as
reported by U.S. Census Bureau, dropped to $149.9 billion from $155.8 billion. This represents the
second decrease in as many years.
However, waterborne cargo over Florida ports, which comprises a growing part of that total trade
by dollar – 57.9 percent – fared much better, holding relatively steady with an almost negligible 0.7
percent decline.
It is important to note that, in this report, tonnage figures, container numbers and passenger counts
reflect fiscal years (typically October 1 through September 30) and value figures reflect calendar years,
except as noted otherwise. Also, ports count passengers upon embarkation and disembarkation.
Exhibit 22: Florida Containerized Waterborne Trade by Seaport (by Value) 2014 to 2015

2014
Containerized
Cargo Value
Port*
Canaveral

2015
Total Waterborne Cargo
Value

Containerized
Cargo Value

Total Waterborne
Cargo Value

Change in Total
Waterborne Cargo
Value 2015 over
2014

$4,596,292

$1,291,515,905

$4,285,129

$1,091,784,476

-15.5%

Everglades

$17,801,568,718

$27,125,450,966

$17,292,182,017

$25,185,418,108

-7.2%

Fernandina

$61,011,138

$118,882,360

$69,766,170

$141,559,802

19.1%

$8,893,153,504

$23,348,466,860

$8,034,128,273

$23,926,507,866

2.5%

$174,246,131

$695,460,668

$226,905,655

$645,512,170

-7.2%

Jacksonville
Manatee
Miami

$19,257,662,828

$23,710,169,816

$20,961,726,662

$25,048,004,081

5.6%

Palm Beach

$1,694,705,593

$2,307,523,469

$1,661,992,234

$2,165,217,599

-6.2%

Panama City

$1,002,254,839

$3,146,875,568

$894,253,642

$3,014,057,153

-4.2%

$5,064,886

$505,841,269

$9,113,572

$387,897,093

-23.3%

$613,582,543

$4,509,227,930

$666,375,268

$4,574,781,496

1.5%

Pensacola
Tampa
Miscellaneous*
Total

$10,783,923

$41,021,500

$8,838,015

$49,518,630,395

$86,800,436,311

$49,829,566,637

$38,865,716

-5.3%

$86,219,605,560

-0.7%

Top 10 (2015) Share of Total $36.9 Billion: 49.2%
Data Source: U.S. Census Bureau - the total 2015 international trade value basis is $149.9 billion
* No cargo handled at the following ports: Citrus, Fort Pierce, Key West, St. Joe or St. Petersburg; cargo values in the
miscellaneous category reflect operations other than those at specific port docks, as calculated by the federal government
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